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Here at Cedar Rim Nursery, we recommend you follow these steps to properly 
plant your landscape plants.  It is most important that you select a location that 
meets the plant’s needs for light exposure, soil moisture and drainage.

Planting hole

Site Preparation

To amend large areas, place two to 
four inches of organic matter over 
the entire area.  Work the organic 
material into the soil to a depth 
of six inches or more.  Suggested 
amendments include compost, 
processed steer manure and peat 
moss.  Thoroughly mix fertilizer into 
the amended soil.   Cedar Rim 
recommends bone meal and sea 
soil as soil amendments. 

If your soil does not drain well, 
consider creating a berm by 
mounding an enlarged planting 
area.  To accomplish this,  re-
grade the area, add topsoil, and 
add compost so the root ball of 
the landscape plant is above the 
previous grade.   When adding 
topsoil, work some into the top four 
to six inches of native soil before 
adding more.

Plants added to your landscape will grow best when planted in native soil or in 
soil that is uniform in structure and texture throughout the rooting area.  Cedar 
Rim recommends that if you amend your soil, do so for a large area such as an 
entire landscape bed, not just a planting hole.

Dig a planting hole that is twice as wide 
and only as deep as the plant’s root ball or 
container.   Place the plant in the hole so that 
the top of the root ball is at, or slightly above, 
the surrounding soil. (Never place the tree 
deeper than its original soil height.)

Planting Instructions



Apply a balanced, slow-release fertilizer in spring. Avoid over fertilizing, as this 
can stress the tree and cause an abundace of weak, leggy growth. 
We recommend the Home & Garden 6-8-6 All Purpose Fertilizer. 

Tips for success with Japanese Maples

Choose the right variety

There are a wide range of Japanese maple varieties to choose from, some will 
perform better in partially shaded locations and others are more tolerant of heat 
and can be grown with full sun exposure. Select a variety that is well suited to your 
conditions. 

Japanese maples come in a variety of sizes, select dwarf or slow growing varieties 
for planting in smaller garden spaces & containers. 

Soil

Japanese maples like rich, well drained soil mixtures. If your soil is heavy or clay-
like, amending with compost or a soil blend rich in organic matter will help to 
improve drainage. 

We recommend the Home & Garden Tree and Shrub Mix for both 
container planting and soil amendment. 

Applying 2-4” of mulch will help to retain moisture and regulate soil 
temperature. Make sure to keep the mulch a few inches away 
from the trunk to avoid rot. 

Watering
Japanese maples like consistently moist, but not soggy, soil. Water deeply when 
the top couple of inches of soil feel dry, this is particularly important during 
periods of hot, dry weather. Avoid overwatering, well draining soil is important as 
waterlogged soil can lead to root rot. 

Applying 2-3” of mulch around the base of the tree will help to regulate soil 
temperature.

Pruning

Japanese maples tolerate pruning well. They can be shaped and managed in 
sized with seasonal pruning. Remove dead & damaged branching and remove 
any crossing branches to maintain their shape and structure. Pruning is best 
done in late summer when growth has slowed. 

Fertilization



Acer palmatum (Dwarf Varieties)
Foliage Colours

Name Spring Summer Fall
Approx. 
Height

Characteristics

Adrians Compact Pink / Red Burgundy Orange 6-7’ 
Compact, upright, bright pink-
red spring foliage

Beni Kawa Green Green
Golden-
yellow 

5-7'

Most noted for its coral red 
trunk and stems. It typically 
grows in an upright, rounded, 
shrubby form to 5-7' tall over 
the first 10 years

Beni Maiko Pink Green-Red
Orange & 
Red 

8’
One of the brightest cherry reds 
of any Japanese maple.

Beni Tsukasa 
Peach,yellow, 
red 

Green
Orange & 
Red 

10'

Leafs out in the early spring 
with shades of peach, yellow 
and red. This tree has gradually 
emerging tones of green 
eventually maturing into soft 
green tones in mid-summer. 

Dr. Elizabeth Red Green w/ Red Scarlet red 3-4' Dwarf, compact 

Dr. Seuss Yellow, green Green
Orange- 
yellow 

6-8'

Spring growth is yellow 
variegation on green leaves. 
Fall color is a mix of orange and 
yellow.

Gable Glory Pin-red Orange-yellow Yellow 8-10'

A Japanese maple that has 
leaves in the spring that change 
through a color palette of pink, 
red and purple.

Katsura
Orange / 
Yellow

Green
Orange & 
Yellow

8-10’

A very bushy, rounded 
growth habit. Spring growth 
is a spectacular bright orange 
fading to yellow and finally lime 
green for summer. In fall the 
leaves return to brilliant yellows 
and oranges.

Koto No Ito Green Green 
Yellow, 
Orange

8-10'

Exceptionally thin lime green 
foliage hangs gracefully from 
the branches of this dwarf 
variety. A superb plant to add 
a unique texture to the garden. 
Superb yellow, orange fall 
colours. 



Kurenai Jishi Red Green-red Orange-red 4-5'

The leaves on this red lion 
Japanese maple are tightly 
compact and dense around 
thick stemming and a large 
trunk, giving this dwarf a 
uniquely dignified appearance.

Mikawa 
Yatsubusa

Green Green
Orange & 
Red

5-6’

An exceptional specimen for 
containers or the landscape. 
Lime green leaves are layered 
like shingles on contorted, 
bamboo like stems. A must 
have for the Japanese garden. 

Orion Red Red Red 3-4’

Tiny deeply cut leaves create a 
soft form. Bright red in spring 
changing to a deep brick red in 
summer and bright red in fall.

Peaches and 
Cream 

Pink & white Green & white Orange 8-10'

Small, upright. Emerges in the 
spring with one of the more 
brilliantly unique color patterns 
found in the acer world.

Phoenix 
Bright orange-
red w/ yellow 
veins 

Green w/ red 
Orange / 
Red 

10'

Is expected to reach 10 ft in 15 
years. In autumn, the 'Phoenix' 
rises again with colors that are 
bright oranges to red. 

Pixie Burgundy Burgundy Scarlet 6-8’

The lobed palmate leaves are 
highly ornamental and turn 
an outstanding scarlet in the 
fall. Neither the flowers nor 
the fruit are ornamentally 
significant. 

Rhode Island 
Red 

Bright Red Bright Red Orange Red 6’

A spectacular dwarf variety 
with bright red foliage. Grows 
into a small tree with a tear 
drop shaped canopy. Excellent 
for containers and small 
gardens. 

Ryusen Lime-green Lime-green
Gold & 
Orange

5-6’

Waterfall of foliage cascading 
in beautiful fall color is to 
behold; a vigorous grower 
with excellent heat and sun 
tolerance; tolerates late spring 
freezes as well



Seiun Kaku 
Chartreuse 
green

Dark green Fiery red 6'

Has a tightly layering habit, 
which makes the leaves look 
like shingles on a roof. This 
appearance makes 'Seiun kaku' 
look like a more vigorous form 
of 'Mikawa yatsubusa'. 

Shaina (Witches 
Broom)

Red Maroon Red 4-6'

A compact dwarf variety. Small 
heavily textured bright red 
leaves. Excellent choice for 
small gardens.

Sharp’s Pygmy Green Green Orange-red 3-4’
A dense multi-stemmed 
deciduous shrub with a more or 
less rounded form

Shin de Shojo Salmon-red Green 
Orange-
scarlet 

10'
A thrilling, densely-branched, 
small tree with highly dramatic 
foliage color.

Skeeters Broom Bright Red Maroon Bright red 6-8'

Unique in that it is a larger 
growing Japanese maple with 
a dense compact habit and a 
narrow garden footprint.

Summer Gold
Lime Green / 
Yellow

Bright Gold
Gold, 
Orange, Red

8-10'

A rare golden yellow leaved 
Japanese Maple with ability 
to tolerate full sun. Beautiful 
orange and red fall colours. 

Taylor Pink Light green 
Pink, light 
green, white 

6'

Taylor is a very slow growing 
Japanese maple and will 
eventually only grow about 6 
‘tall and wide.

Tsuma Gaki Yellow-red Red-green Orange 10'
Gorgeous light green leaves 
with bright red tips. Slow 
growing.

Acer palmatum
Foliage Colours

Name Spring Summer Fall
Approx. 
Height

Characteristics

Aoyagi Yellow Green Yellow 10-12’
Slow growing, upright, green 
bark in winter 

Atrolineare Red Red
Crimson 
and Orange

10-12’
Finely textured finger like foliage. 
A great choice for a tree to 
provide filtered light. 



Atropurpureum 
(Red Ribbonleaf)

Red Bronze, Green Crimson 15-18’

A very hardy, reliable red leaved 
cultivar. Leaves emerge bright 
red in spring, fading to a bronze/
green in summer and turning 
bright crimson for fall.

Bihou Pink Yellow-Green Gold 10-12’
Broad upright, yellow bark with 
orange tinge in winter 

Bloodgood Wine Red Burgundy
Bright 
Crimson

15-20’
Exceptionally hardy red leaved 
cultivar with strong heat 
tolerance. 

Emperor 1 Bright Red Burgundy
Deep 
Crimson

15-20’

Similar to Bloodgood, but with 
superior colour retention. The 
new standard for red leaved 
cultivars.

Ever Autumn
Green/Orange 
Blush

Green/Orange 
Blush

Yellow/
Orange

10-12’

A small deciduous tree with 
a stocky spreading form. The 
seven-lobed green leaves display 
a yellow-orange blush, like fall is 
arriving in summer. Prefers sun/
partial shade in well-drained soil.

Fireglow Red
Burgundy / 
Red 

Red 10-12’

Fireglow boasts the best 
colour retention of any 
upright red leaved cultivar. A 
smaller growing alternative to 
Bloodgood and Emperor 

Hogyoko Green Green
Orange, 
Red 

15’

A variety with attractive green 
leaves that taper to a point, 
turning a delightful orange to 
red in fall

Osakazuki Olive-orange Green
Crimson-
Red

20-25’
A very hardy and reliable green 
leaved cultivar. Exceptionally 
bright crimson fall colour. 

Oshio Beni Red Red
Orange-
Red 

15’
This red Japanese maple 
selection leafs as a bright red 
changing to orange-red.

Palmatum  (Plain 
Green)

Green Green
Orange & 
Yellow

20-25’
The hardiest of all Japanese 
Maples, fast growing with good 
fall colour.

Sango-Kaku  (Coral 
Bark Maple)

Green / Red Green 
Yellow 
/ Red/
Orange

15-20’

Leaves emerge lime green with 
thin red margins. Fall colour 
begins to develop in late summer 
as the foliage turns yellow, 
orange and red. Bright red stems 
for winter, an excellent specimen 
for year round interest. 



Seiryu Green Green Red 12-15’

Known for its lacy beautiful 
green foliage in spring and 
summer, turning to bright red in 
the fall. Great around your patio 
and in planters. 

Shigarami 
Green w/ 
purple-red 
border

Green w/ 
purple-red 
border

Yellow to 
orange 

10-12’

This selection has a strong 
central leader that grows 
upward, while the side branching 
becomes more lateral.

Shirazz (Geisha) Red/Pink Crimson-Pink Scarlet 10-12’

Spring produces reddish/purple 
leaves edged in bright pink 
variegation. A very rare and 
unique specimen.

Shishigashira  
(Lions Head 
Maple)

Green Green
Red & 
Orange

12-15’

Great for container growing and 
bonsai. Small heavily textured 
leaves are held on green, 
bamboo like stems. Beautiful 
burnt orange fall colours. 

Tobiosho Bright Green, Bright Green
Yellow, 
Orange, 
Red

20’

A fast growing and hardy variety 
with arguably the best fall 
colours of any Japanese Maple. 
Spring growth is a bright lime 
green.

Tsukasa Silhouette 
Bright 
chartreuse 
green

Deep green 
Orange to 
Red

15-20’

This column of color and foliage 
is ideal for gardens with small 
spaces but it works equally 
as well in large gardens as an 
interesting accent plant.

Twombly’s Red 
Sentinel

Bright Red Bright Red Crimson 18-20’

Unique, compact upright growth 
habit. Bright red foliage retains 
its colour throughout the year. 
The perfect specimen to fill a 
narrow space.

Ukigumo (Floating 
Clouds Maple)

Variegated 
White & Pink

Variegated 
White & Pink

Orange 12-15’

Gorgeous white, green and pink 
variegated leaves make this 
Japanese Maple stand out in the 
garden. Best grown in morning 
sun, afternoon shade.



Acer palmatum dissectum (Laceleaf)
Foliage Colours

Name Spring Summer Fall
Approx. 
Height

Characteristics

Crimson Queen Red
Burgundy / 
Red

Bright Red 4-6’

A very hardy, reliable variety with 
excellent sun tolerance and colour 
retention. Brilliant scarlet fall 
colour.

Garnet Bright Red Garnet         
Red, 
Orange, 
Purple

6-8’
A vigorous grower that holds its 
orange/red leaf colour through the 
heat of summer. 

Inabe Shidare Bright Red Purple Red Crimson 4-6’

A vigorous grower with an upright 
cascading form and heavily 
dissected red leaves. Excellent 
heat tolerance and colour 
retention.

Ornatum Brick Red 
Bronze, 
Green

Bright 
Orange, 
Crimson

4-6’
Fall colors are bright oranges to 
crimsons.

Red Dragon Cherry Red Cherry Red Red 4-6’

A slow growing and compact 
variety with bright red foliage. 
Red Dragon boasts the best 
colour retention of any Laceleaf. 
An excellent selection for small 
gardens.

Tamukeyama Crimson Purple / Red Crimson 5-8’

A reliable, fast growing Laceleaf 
that holds its strong red colour 
through the heat of summer. 
Brilliant crimson in fall.

Viridis Deep green Deep green Orange 4-6’
Delicate, feathery, deep green 
foliage & arching branches, bright 
pumpkin orange fall colour.

Waterfall Green Green
Gold / 
Orange

5-7’
Similar to Viridis but with slightly 
longer, less dissected leaves. Bright 
gold with orange streaks in fall. 



Acer shirasawanum
Foliage Colours

Name Spring Summer Fall
Approx. 
Height

Characteristics

Aureum  
(Golden Full 
Moon)

Green-
Yellow 

Green-Yellow 
Red & 
Orange

10-12’

A slow growing variety with bright, 
iridescent gold leaves. Exquisite 
specimen tree to brighten up a shady 
area.

Autumn Moon
Yellow-
green 

Yellow-orange Orange 8-12’

Beautiful chartreuse gold leaves 
panted with streaks of burnt orange 
and bronze. Brilliant display of 
carmine red and pumpkin orange 
in fall. Best grown in morning sun, 
afternoon shade. 

Johin 

Orange-Red 
to Purple-
Red over 
Lime Green

Solid Green
Orange 
toRred 

6-7’
Johin may reach 6-7 ft in height by 
4-5 ft in width in 10 years. 

Munn Moonrise Pink & Red
Chartreuse 
Yellow

Orange & 
Red

10-12’

The spring growth on this variety 
emerges bright gold painted 
streaks of pink and carmine red 
that eventually fade to a vibrant 
chartreuse-yellow.  Summer growth 
continues to emerge pink and 
carmine red providing contrast. 
Exceptionally hardy, can tolerate 
nearly full sun exposure. 

Acer japonicum
Foliage Colours

Name Spring Summer Fall
Approx. 
Height

Characteristics

Aconitiflolium Green Green
Red, Orange, 
Yellow

12-15’
Large, deeply dissected, fern like 
foliage puts on an unsurpassed show 
of fall colours. 

Green Cascade 
Bright 
Green

Green
Red, Orange, 
Yellow

6’ Weeping

Vitifolium
Deep 
Green

Deep 
Green

Scarlet, Gold, 
Orange, Yellow

15-20’
Large, grape like leaves turn a 
fabulous mix of scarlet, gold, orange 
and yellow in the fall. 



Acer sieboldianum
Foliage Colours

Name Spring Summer Fall
Approx. 
Height

Characteristics

Kinugasa yama Green Green
Orange to 
Red

15-20'

This cultivar is known for being 
extra hairy, having longer hairs 
than normally seen on the 
species. The 2-3″ green leaves 
have a bluish cast. Fall brings an 
attractive blend of orange and 
red.

Kumoi Nishiki
Green-
white 

Green-white 
Orange to 
Red

10-15'

Kumoi nishiki has heavily 
variegated foliage that starts to 
emerge as a soft pink and quickly 
changes to green with large 
splashes of creamy white for a 
mottled look to enjoy all through 
the summer.

pseudosiboldianum 
"First Flame"

Orange-red
Orange-
yellow 

Bright Red 15-20'
Nice upright tree with reddish 
new growth and bright fire engine 
red fall colour




